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After studying this chapter, you will be able to
• use Google search engine effectively
• use WolframAlpha service

CHAPTER 1
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Search Engine



Web Search Engine

A Web search engine is a tool designed to search for information on the World Wide Web. The search 

results are usually presented in a list and are commonly called hits. The information may consist of 

web pages, images, information and other types of files.

Famous search engine, like Google and Yahoo!, help users look for web pages on the World Wide 

Web by matching keywords with the content of the web pages.
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Movie 1.1 How Search Works



Skills of Searching on the Internet (Using Google)  

[Ref:	  http://www.google.com/support/websearch/bin/answer.py?answer=134479 ]

Search Basic

Search is simple: just type whatever comes to mind in the search box, and hit Enter or click the Goo-

gle Search button. Google searches the Web for pages that are relevant to your query.

Guidelines for better searches

• Keep it simple. (Start by typing the name of a thing, place, or concept that you're looking for.)

• Add relevant words (if you don't see what you want after doing a simple search.)

• Use the words that are most likely to appear on the page. (Choose descriptive words. More specific 

words return more relevant results. )
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How to read search results

1. The title

The first line of any search result is the title of the webpage, as designated by the page's author.

2. The snippet

A description of or an excerpt from the webpage. We try to automatically show the part of the 

page most relevant to your query.

3. The URL

The webpage's address, which identifies the source of the information.
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4. Cached link

A link to an earlier version of the page. Click Cached if the page isn't available. 

5. Show options 

Click Show options to refine your search results.

Using Double Quotes

Enclose a phrase in double quotes e.g. "St. Louis School" vs. St. Louis School.
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Using Advanced Search

Many search engines provide a form for user to perform an advanced search. By using the advanced 

search form, the user can refine the search result more specifically.
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WolframAlpha

WolframAlpha is an engine for computing answers and providing knowledge. It works by using its 

vast store of expert-level knowledge and algorithms to automatically answer questions, do analysis, 

and generate reports.

Official web site: http://www.wolframalpha.com
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Class work

Answer the following questions by using any Internet resources. Try to use advanced search skills 

whenever appropriate.

1.Which year did Google founded?

2.How many mm are in a mile? 

3.You want to find a Powerpoint file on US government websites about gamers. What would you type 

in search engine?

4.What is the population of China in 2000?

5.How much time is needed for light to travel in fiber from Hong Kong to Beijing?

More to learn

• Power searching with Google (http://www.powersearchingwithgoogle.com)

• AGoogleADay game (http://agoogleaday.com)
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After studying this chapter, you will be able to
• understand the meaning of web 2.0
• use different web 2.0 services effectively

CHAPTER 2
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Web 2.0



Web 2.0

"Web 2.0" refers to the second generation of web development and web design that facilitates infor-

mation sharing, user-centered design and collaboration on the World Wide Web. Examples include 

social-networking sites, video-sharing sites, wikis, blogs.

Blog

A blog is a type of website, usually maintained by an individual with regular entries of commentary, 

descriptions of events, or other material such as graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed 

in reverse-chronological order.

  

Famous blog sites are:

• Xanga (http://www.xanga.com)

• Blogger (http://www.blogger.com) 

• MySinaBlog (http://mysinablog.com) 

11

http://www.xanga.com
http://www.xanga.com
http://www.blogger.com
http://www.blogger.com
http://mysinablog.com/summary.php
http://mysinablog.com/summary.php


Video Sharing

Video sharing refers to websites or software where users can distribute their video clips. Some serv-

ices may charge, but the large majority of them offer free services. One of the famous video sharing 

is YouTube (http://www.youtube.com).
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Wikipedia

Wikipedia (http://www.wikipedia.com) is a free, web-based and collaborative multilingual encyclope-

dia project supported by the non-profit Wikimedia Foundation. Its name is a portmanteau of the 

words wiki and Encyclopedia. Wikipedia's articles (4 million in English) have been written collabora-

tively by volunteers around the world, and almost all of its articles can be edited by anyone who can 

access the Wikipedia website.
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Social Networking Sites

A social network service focuses on building online communities of people who share interests and/or 

activities, or who are interested in exploring the interests and activities of others. Most social net-

work services are web based and provide a variety of ways for users to interact, such as e-mail and 

instant messaging services.

One of the famous social networking sites is Facebook (http://www.facebook.com).
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Privacy about Facebook

Extract from HKPUG Podcast (Epidose 366)

Other Web 2.0 services

1.Anobii – a platform for book lovers. 

http://www.anobii.com 

2.Flickr – a platform for photo sharing. 

http://www.flickr.com 

3.Twitter – a platform for sending or receiving text messages. 

http://www.twitter.com 
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